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“The path to 
building climate 

resiliency is 
LOCAL”.

“It takes 
ROOTS to weather 

the storm”.



What is climate justice and how is it related to climate change?
 Most of the deadliest extreme weather events that have hit in recent years have had 
devastating impacts for many, like we saw just last year from the havoc wreaked by hurricane 
Harvey in Houston and hurricane María in Puerto Rico. Extreme weather events don’t 
discriminate against who they impact, but often the people living in the areas most 
affected, are the people who are less able to deal with its effects. Most often it’s the 
low-income communities of color, women, youth, waterfront communities, and farmers who are 
the hardest hit, yet least responsible for causing climate change. Therefore, “climate justice” is 
the struggle against the unequal distribution of climate burdens shouldered by those least 
responsible for climate change (who generally use fewer resources and produce less waste) 
and are most vulnerable to its impacts. 

Why are certain communities affected worse than others?
 The communities that suffer, and will continue to suffer, from environmental problems the 
most are environmental justice (EJ) communities. An EJ community is one that faces greater 
risk of being impacted by pollution and contamination than other communities and they 
tend to be low-income communities of color. For example, Sunset Park, which is home to 3 
power plants and two waste transfer stations (one the largest in the city) along its waterfront, and 
where thousands of cars pass every day along the Gowanus Expressway as it cuts through the 
community, is an EJ community. EJ communities are more vulnerable to extreme weather 
events – especially if there are sites within the community that are potentially hazardous. 
For instance, if facilities that use toxic chemicals are flooded, those chemicals can get loose and 
more easily spread into the rest of the community. This was a concern in the aftermath of 
Superstorm Sandy; when many businesses flooded on the waterfront in Sunset Park and Red 
Hook, workers were worried that in returning to work they would be exposed to chemicals that 
had been released in the flood.

What can we do in Sunset Park?
 For decades, UPROSE has been a local leader in promoting the sustainability and 
resiliency of the Sunset Park community in Brooklyn through community organizing, education, 
leadership development, and cultural/artistic expression. In the wake of Superstorm Sandy in Fall 
2012, UPROSE has intensified its focus on strengthening community resiliency and preparing 
community members to adapt to the changing climate and inevitable future extreme weather. In 
2013, UPROSE launched Climate Justice Center in response to community needs. This is the 
first block-by-block organizing effort in New York City that addresses climate change by 
through community-led solutions. 

Sunset Park is one neighborhood, why do we need a block-by-block approach?
 The block-by-block approach is essential because not every block looks the same. 
One block could be completely residential, the next commercial, another industrial, and the 
following block could be a mixture of the three. Businesses and residential needs are different, 
and the block-by-block approach addresses the diversity seen in Sunset Park. Most importantly, 
the residents living and working in the neighborhood should have the space in which to 
speak for themselves, without outsiders making decisions for them without local 
knowledge.
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